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   DSB INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOL 
        RISHIKESH (UTTARAKHAND) 

   SUBJECT- COMPUTER 
CLASS III 

 

CH-1  KNOW YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM 

Introduction 

 A Computer is an electronic machine which helps us to solve many of our problems quickly 
and easily.  

 

Types of Computer 

Based on their speed, size or data storage capabilities, computers can be categorised as : 

 Microcomputers 
 Minicomputers 
 Mainframe computers 
 Supercomputers 

Microcomputers 

These are general purpose powerful computers used in schools, offices, shops, etc. They are 
usually designed for personal use, that is why they are also known as Personal Computers or 
PCs. 
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Minicomputers 

These are more capable than microcomputers and are used by companies and small 
organisations for providing services to a large number of computers used by their employees. 
Their working speed and storage capacity is much more than microcomputers. 

 

Mainframe Computers 

These computers are even more powerful than minicomputers and are mainly used by big  
organisations like banks, railways, universities, etc. for providing services to a large number 
of computers spread across the country or continent. These are also used for scientific 
research purpose. 

 

Supercomputers 

These are the most powerful and fastest computers which are very expensive too. These are 
generally used for doing complex jobs like weather forecasting, satellite or missile control 
operations. PARAM 10000, PARAM Yuva, etc., are the supercomputers designed by India. 
PARAM 8000 is the India’ supercomputer. 

 

Computers in Other Machines 

Many electronic gadgets these days are equipped with a computer chip which helps them to 
work smartly. These are also known as embedded computers. 
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Working of Computer System 

A Computer works on IPO Cycle i.e. Input-Processing-Output Cycle. It takes the input of a 
problem through devices like keyboard or mouse, processes it in its brain called CPU(Central 
Processing Unit) and gives the desired output through monitor or printer. 

Knowing the CPU 

CPU is the brain of the computer system. It performs all types of data processing operations 
and also controls the working of the entire computer system. It has mainly three parts in it. 

 Arithmetic and Logic Unit( A L U )- It performs all the mathematical and logical 
operations. 

 Control Unit  ( C U )- It helps to coordinate the working of various parts of computer. 
 Memory Unit ( M U )- It stores the data and instructions to be processed. 

 

EXERCISES 

Q1.) Tick the correct answer. 

a. Which of these is not a type of a computer? 
(i) Minicomputer    (ii) Microcomputer  

(iii) Macrocomputer   (iv) Supercomputer 

b. Which part of the CPU coordinates the movement of data? 
(i) ALU     (ii) CU  

(iii) MU     (iv) None of these 

c. During which part of IPO Cycle, is data is entered into a computer system? 
(i) Input     (ii) Output  

(iii) Process    (iv) Never 

d. Which type of computers are used to perform weather forecast? 
(i) Minicomputers   (ii) Microcomputers 

 (iii) Mainframe Computers  (iv) Supercomputers 
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e. Giving raw data and instructions to the computer using keyboard or mouse is known 
as : 
(i) Input     (ii) Processing  

(iii) Output     (iv) Storage  

 

 

Q2.) Fill in the blanks using the hints given in the clue box. 

 IPO, Complex, PARAM 10000, Satellite control, Microcomputers. 

a. _________________________ are the most popular and multipurpose computers. 
b. Supercomputers are used for doing __________________________ jobs. 
c. __________________________ is one of the supercomputers designed by India. 
d. A computer works in ___________________________ cycle. 
e. Supercomputers are used for the ______________________ operations. 

Q3.) Match the following: 

a. Microcomputers   i. Used in Banks/Railways 
b. Supercomputers   ii. Most popular computers 
c. Mainframe computers   iii. Used by small organizations 
d. Minicomputers   iv. Fastest computers 

Q4.) Answer the following as True or False. 

a. All computers are of the same size and type. ________________ 
b. Minicomputers are more capable than microcomputers. ________________ 
c. ALU controls the working of computer system. ________________ 
d. The result given by the computer is called output. ________________ 
e. Mainframe computers are much faster than minicomputers. ________________ 

Q5.) Answer the following questions. 

a. Which type of computers are used in homes or schools? 
b. Which type of computer is more capable, micro or mainframe? 
c. Describe the working cycle of a computer system. 
d. Name the different parts of CPU.   

 
 


